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SEPTEMBER, 1877. 


THE MONTH. 


Ayoruer Parliamentary Session has closed, and invites the criticism of the nation. 
It could hardly have been thought, even by the most zealous supporters of the 
Cabinet, that a session so barren of legislative results would escape in many quarters 
disparaging comment, or disadvantageous contrast with other sessions of other Par- 
liamentsa. The Ministry, of course, is not wholly responsible for this, To a policy, 
politically speaking, of comparative inactivity they were, as An previous sessions, 
shut up by the requirements of their position. As a Conservative Cabinet, assuming 
office avowedly to secure to the nation a period’ of political it was not ex- 
pected of them to initiate any very comprehensive measures Of.a nature either to 
produce any marked social changes, or to excite any great amount popular enthu- 
siasm. From the very exigencies of the case, they could have uo political programme ; 
but even of those measures which they introduced, and which were foreshadowed in 
the Royal Speech at the commencement of the session, they were enabled to carry 
but comparatively few. The South African Bill, and the Bill for assimilating the 
Irish Courts of Judicature and the proceedings therein to those of this country, as 
recently arranged, remain almost the only important monuments of their legislative 
achievements. It should, however, be noted that the embarrassments and anxieties 
connected with the Eastern Question have to a great extent dominated the proceed- 
ings in both Houses, and that the excitement and enthusiasm in relation to that 
question have overshadowed and diverted public attention from other topics of: un- 
doubted public moment; so that Parliament has had neither the inclination nor the 
time to devote itself vigorously and effectively to the settlement of other questions 
scarcely less important to the nation. Nor can we lose sight of the fact that in the 
declining days of the session the progress of public business was seriously impeded, 
and, in fact, at times well-nigh suspended, by a wilful and persistent opposition, 
avowedly designed to stop all parliamentary action, and to bring to a dead-lock our 
constitutional machinery. Neither the House of Commons nor the Government 
could have foreseen that opposition ; neither can justly be held chargeable with pro- 
voking it; but we may all regret that greater vigour and energy at the commence- 
ment of the session did not render the factious conduct of the Irish Obstructives 
powerless for harm. Of that conduct it is difficult in moderate or measured terms to 
speak. No words of reproach seem strong enough to_denounce the action of men 
who, without any immediate provocation, without any legislative project of their 
own, without even the excuse of having some obnoxious measure to defeat, delibe- 
rately and avowedly set themselves to stay the course of legislation, and by abusing 
those forms and privileges of Parliament which are designed to secure the utmost 
_ impartiality and freedom of debate, to incur, on the part of the nation, the risk of 
having those privileges, which are the palladium of British liberty, curtailed. Such 
men may pretend to be the friends of freedom, but they are, in reality, her most 


| 

8 

‘ | 


. 


- 


\ 
258 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


dangerous and deadly foes. That five or seven men should with impunity be able 
to stay the proceedings of five or six hundred, and thus to check the course of 


imperial legislation, is clearly intolerable. 


The Queen’s Speech, in terminating for the present session the labours of Par- 
liament, is interesting to most readers, not so much for what it recapitulates 
as for what it may be supposed to foreshadow. In so far as it affords us any indica- 
tions of the future, and only thus far, has it, with the majority of those who have 
read it, any special interest whatever. The past, in fact, is disposed of in a few sen- 
tences ; the continnance, in this time of war, of Her Majesty’s friendly relations with 
all the Powers of Europe forms the chief topic for congratulation in relation to the 


present, whilst the hope that England will be able at some convenient stage of the 


Russo-Turkish war, to mediate effectively between the belligerents, and the confident 
expectation expressed by the Queen that should British rights or interests at any 
time be assailed or threatened the British Parliament will assist her to vindicate and 
to maintain them, constitute that portion of the Speech which alone allows us to 
dwell on prospective contingencies, or even to guess at the possible intentions of the 
Ministry. It is obvious that, in interpreting even this portion of the Royal Speech, 
much will depend upon individual prepossessions and individual judgment of the 
probabilities of things; but it clearly reveals one fact—viz, that the Government, 
during the recess, do not intend to bind themselves to any particular policy, but to 
reserve their right to the fullest liberty of action. 


The appointment of the member for Westminster to the office of First Lord of 
the Admiralty, in place of Mr. Ward Hunt, so suddenly removed by death, is, 
doubtless, a judicious one. Mr. Smith is unquestionably popular, jn and out of 
Parliament, both amongst his friends and his political opponents. His own success 
in life, and the circumstances under which it was achieved, point him out as a man 
of eminent business capacity and administrative skill. These qualities he will carry 
with him to his hew office, confessedly, in these days, one of the most difficult depart- 
ments of the Government. That he will discharge its duties conscientiously and 
energetically none will gainsay ; that he will do so to the satisfaction of all parties, 
would perbaps be too sanguine a prediction. We do not believe, however, that a 
wiser or more prudent choice could have been made. 


. Public attention, not a day too soon, is at length being directed to the gravity 
of the position in Southern India in relation to the famine. The prospects through- 
out that vast region are simply appalling. The scarcity of food is, and has been, 
most grievous ; and we learn that already, in Madras, there are 430,000 persons 
receiving relief, because, from want of nourishment, they are actually too weak to 
work! If such is the state of things now, what will it be in three or six months 
time? Throughout the Madras Presidency the south-west monsoon appears to have 
entirely failed ; and the famine threatens to be far more extensive and severe than 
the recent visitation in Bengal. The evil is greatly aggravated by the fact that in 
the North-west Provinces of India, whence chiefly supplies of grain were looked 
for, there will probably, owing to a deficiency of rain, be a deficiency also in the 
crops. The Government, it is clear, anticipate the worst, and the Marquis of Salis- 
bury admits that there is but little ground for hope that the famine will not produce 
the direst mortality. The alarm felt is intensified by the fact that the cost and 
difficulty of relief operations will be far greater than in the Bengal Presidency. 
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The area is vastly wider, the popalation far more scattered, the means of transport 
difficult in the extreme, the various languages spoken mostly unknown to the 
European officials of the Government, of whom a much larger staff wil! inevitably 
be requiredjewhilst the pecuniary outlay will involve an enormous strain on the 
resources of the Government. We fear that whilst some of our public writers have 
been descanting on the peril to which, as they argue, British interests in India are 
exposed by the Russo-Turkish war, they have forgotten the far greater peril in 
which those interests are placed by the possible starvation of the people. It is not, 
however, too late for us at home to make efforts (and they should be strenuous ones) 
to mitigate this terrible calamity. As yet, nothing adequate has been attempted. 
Our dpuntrymen at home seem only just beginning to realize the certainty and 
magnitude of the disaster, and the duty, in consequence, devolving on themselves. 
When, however, the public mind of Englishmen shall have been thoroughly aroused 
upon the subject, and tho responsibilities imposed upon us all by this scarcity fully 
recognized, we doubt not that the heart of the nation will respond worthily to the 
appeal now so urgently made to its humanity. It is impossible that the Govern- 
ment, be it ever so active and untiring, should do all that is needful for the famine- 
stricken population. It is impossible that any ordinary laws of supply and demand 
should be adequate to the emergency. Whilst, therefore, both the Government in 
India and the Government at home should be encouraged and urged to spare neither 
means nor effort to prevent the people from perishing, let us not forget that in the 
exertions requisite for that purpose, we ourselves must play no animportant or in- 
considerable share. 


Present events and prospects in the East, the relative positions of the con™ 
tending armies, the check which the Russians have undoubtedly received, and 
the significant silence of diplomacy, point to an indefinite prolongation of the 
Résso-Turkish war. Until recently the real conflict between the opposing hosts 
could scarcely tbe said to have begun ;.and the end is as yet, undoubtedly, far off. 
But recently the successful and almost unresisted passage of the Danube, General 
Gourko’s rapid.jmarch across the Balkans, and the steady advance towards Adri- 
anople of the entire Russian army, appeared to indicate a comparatively early and 
decisive termination of the conflict. The strategical mistake, however, committed 
by the Russians in attacking Plevna, a position of the greatest strength, with a 
‘force not adequate for its reduction ;\and the courage and energy of the younger 
Turkish generals, Suleiman and Osman Pashas, have produced a change in the aspect 
of affairs. It is with difficulty that the troops of the Ozar can maintain their posi- 
tion in the Balkans, and powerful reinforcements from the other side the Danube 
are being summoned to their aid. The capture of Plevna, indeed, has now become — 
‘a necessity, and no effort will be spared for its accomplishment. By an imperial 
ukase from St. Petersburg, nearly 190,000 men of the Landwelf are called to active — 
‘service, and the mobilization even of the Imperial Guard has been resolved on. 
The gravity of the crisis is clearly undeniable. It has been proved beyond a doubt 
that the advance of the Russians upon Constantinople is by no means s0 easy an 
‘@ffair as some supposed ; and Europe awaits in suspense the development of those 
farther military -events which alone oan tend to bring the war to s tonclusion. 
Diplomacy, uncertain of the issue, and rendered cautious by past failure, now stays 
its hand ; and will probably not again intervene until the result of a renewed appeal 
to-erms ‘will-enable it to do-so effect. Whether that result 
about by some tremendous and decisive battle, for which, indeed, both sides seem to 
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can say. Meanwhile, all Christian hearts will rejoice in the belief that the issues 
of the contest are in God's hands, and will join in the prayer that He will so order 
them as to advance, throughout Europe, the canse of justice, liberty, and truth. 


Our neighbours’ across the Channel are awaiting with intense interest, aud yet 
with calm and patient self-constraint, the issue of that electoral conflict, now so 
rapidly approaching, which is to decide, at least for the present, the political destiny 
of France. It is not a question essentially as between a Monarchy or a Republic. 
It is chiefly as to whether the government of France shall be personal or parlia- 
mentary. The question which will agitate all hearts is this: Will the Marshal- 
President frankly accept the decision of the nation to which he has appealed, what- 
ever it may bet If beaten, will he acknowledge the authority which has pronounced 
against him, and elect eitker to resign his office or to govern in accordance with the 
desires of the people, clearly and unmistakably expressed? Should he do so, peace 
and prosperity are yet possible for France, but not otherwise. 


Our brethren across the Atlantic have recently been called on to contend with 
a severe social and political calamity, which for some days apparently threatened 
almost to subvert the foundations of public order and security throughout ‘one-half 
of the United States. The fearful railway riots, originating at Martinsburg, in 
Virginia, and at Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, and arising out of a dispute between 
the railway companies and their employés, spread from city to city, and from state 
to state, with terrible rapidity. The evil at first presented itself under the aspect of 
a strike, which, being on a wholesale scale, threatened altogether to suspend-railway 
communication on the great trunk lines which intersect the country. But this 
was only the beginning. Cessation of railway intercourse was followed by the active 
and wilful blockade or obstruction of the lines; and the refusal to work, by deeds 
of intimidation and violence, with the object of preventing other men from working, 
till at length the fury of the rioters outran all bounds, culminating in an outbreak 
ef physical force in which scores of lives were sacrificed, and property to the extent 
of many millions plundered; burnt, or otherwise destroyed. The states affected, or — 
some of them, seem to have been without adequate means for the forcible suppression 
of the riot ; but the promptitude of the President, when appealed to for assistance, 
the energy of the Federal troops, and the effect produced by their active interven- 
tion, have at length’ succeeded in restoring order. The crisis, however, has been 
perilous, and the shock to society severe. Men of all parties recognize the necessity 
ef vigorous measures to prevent the recurrence or possibility, in the future, of 
tumults so disastrous. On all sides it is contended that the ringleaders of this 
rebellion against all law must be severely and condignly punished. In America, as 
with us, the rights of labour are acknowledged, and artisans of every class are free 
to combine to obtain higher wages if they can, but this freedom must be exercised 
within constitutional and legal limita. In maintaining their own rights, employés 


_ ‘must not violate or infringe the rights of fellow-workmen, nor can they be permitted 


for one moment to resort to violence or force. All rights, in fact, are subverted 
when lawlessness and riot are the order of the day. When anarchy, pillage, and 
murder are rampant, their reign is simply a reign of terror, the triumph of might 
over right ; and in the interests of right itself, might must be employed for their sup- 
pression. Our American bréthren are fully sensible of this, and we note with satis- 
faction that in the interests of that very liberty of which they are so naturally and 
legitimately proud, they are about to take steps to enable every state efficiently to 
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maintain the public peace within its own limits. This, which every state claims as 
its own right, each state should be enabled effectively to do. It deserves notice 
that the Roman Catholic element was largely predominant amongst the rioters; and 
that although the Romish clergy tried to reason with and influence the mob, the 
attempt, especially at Pittsburg, conspicuously failed. . Another illustration is thus 
afforded of the fact that whilst Romanism tends to bring men into slavish bondage 
to superstition, it by no means secures their becoming orderly citizens or loyal 
subjects of the State; and that, although the influence of the priesthood over the 
people is often potent for mischief, it is, perhaps, as often powerless for good. 


It is not to be disguised that while the Church of England in our Indian and 
Colonial possessions is exhibiting every token of increased activity and life, it is at 
present exposed to peculiar perils, arising from its changed position, both in rela- 
tion to the State and to its ecclesiastical rulers. The four bishops of the 
province of India and Ceylon, on the 8th of March last, when in conference at 
Calcutta, drew up a series of resolutions for the goverment of the Church, according 
to which, in every diocese, all appointments within it, lay as well as clerical, all 
public teaching, and all religious services, must be subject to the veto of the bishop. 
These resolutions, which practically claim for the prelates a despotic and absolute 
authority, are, it is said, to be submitted for approval to the approaching 
Pan-Anglican Synod. Against the action of the Indian bishops, one prelate 
at home has entered a most undaunted and energetic protest. The Bishop of 
Durham having expressed to the Bishop of Calcutta his entire disapproval of 
the resolutions of the Indian episcopate respecting the relation of the missionary 
societies to the bishops, the Metropolitan of India replied, justifying the action of 
the bishops generally, the conference they had convened, and the resolutions agreed 
to at that conference for the future administration of the Church. In his rejoinder 
to.this communication, the Bishop of Durham unflinchingly asserts his belief that 
the present differences between the episcopate in India and the Church Missionary - 
Society would never have arisen but for the conduct of the Bishop of Colombo, whe 


sought to crush the missionaries with an iron hand; and thet all responsibility for 


the strife now existing must rest upon the Indian bishops, who, by sanctioning the 
arbitrary conduct of one of their own number, have made themselves, for the sake of 
extending their own authority, parties to « conflict, the present state of which 
seems to render almost hopeless any efforts for the re-establishment of harmony 

Everybody acquainted with the subject must readily acknowledge the sagacity, 
fidelity, and diligence, which the men who represent the Evangelical Churches of 
the United States in lands unenlightened by the Gospel, have brought to the culti- 
vation of the various mission fields which they now occupy. Among these mis- 
sionaries the brethren labouring in Turkey have long held a deservedly high place 
in the estimation of all who have watched their labours. We do them but scant 
justice when we say that none earlier or more completely than they have sought to 
teach their converts those lessons of self-respect and self-support which, as they must 
surely precede, so they can hardly fail to be followed by native efforts for the spread 
of the Gospel to yet more distant lands. Saccess has largely crowned these efforts ; 
and the converts in the native churches in Turkey pay their own pastors and school 
teachers, and repair their own places of worship and school-houses, and support, 
wholly or in their own evangelising agencies. The self-denial which this ofter 
costs, amid the poverty which is generally the lot of these converts, can be kno 
“ only to themselves and to the missionaries. But the condition of those w 
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were simply poor before is now too often one of abject misery and utter 

tion. Assit the of Mats to with they 
utter distress to which they have, in many cases, been , ~war, 
clearly out of their power to do as they have hitherto done. The missionaries 
having represented this stete of things to the Turkish Missions’ Aid Society, and 
conght ite that body bee issued special appeal aid 
resources thus so largely impoverished. We shall be glad 

should aid in eliciting the liberali now so much required in those parts of the 
Turkish empire where there are native Protestant congregations. 


The proceedings of the Wesleyan Conference, held this year at Bristol, hve 
been fraught with unusual interest. The scheme of lay repreventation has at lefigth 
been finally settled, and will come into operation in 1878. The Wesleyan Con- 
ference will henceforth consist of the President and of 240 ministerr and 240 lay- 
men. Purely ministerial business will be disposed of by the ministers (including, of 
course, the “ Legal Hundred,” which will exist as of old), as a separate body, and 
sitting before the meeting of the Mixed Conference. In the elections to this Mixed 
or Representative Conference ministers only can vote for ministerial representatives, 
and laymen only for lay representatives. All financial matters and general business 
will be henceforth determined by the Mixed Conference. The Wesleyan Connexion 
henceforth takes its place as a Presbyterian Church. It is, in the opinion of the 
President, Dr. Pope, “perhaps the largest, certainly the purest, Presbyterian body 
in Christendom.” 


FRIEDRICH AUGUST GOTTREU THOLUCK. 


BY CECIL F. P.. BANCROFT, ANDOVER. 

Ow June 10, 1877, at Halle-an-der-Saale, after a long and painful illness, Professor 
Tholack died a peaceful death, in the seventy-ninth year of his age. No German 
theologian has been popularly so well known to the English-speaking world, either 
as regards his published works or his personal character and life. Most of his books 
have been translated into English and widely read. Men of the first order of mind, 
like Stuart and Pusey, have confessed his power over them. ‘Scores of American 
theologians have enjoyed his instruction, his hospitality, and his friendship. Great 
as was his influence at home, he was almost better known and more honoured 
abroad. 

It is easy to account for this influence. In 1825 he visited England, and became 
acguainted with English thought and life, and he kept up this acquaintance by much 
correspondence, open hospitality, and an occasional visit. He spoke English fluently, 
and at his marriage he proposed to Mrs. Tholuck to make either Arabic, Norwegian, 
or English, the family language. She chose English, and thus paved the way for 
making their home the resort of Christian travellers, to many of whom conversation 
in any other language was difficult or impossible. Dr. and Mrs. Tholuck came to 
regard it-as a part of their mission to entertain such strangers, Almost every Sunday 
evening English-speaking residents, or foreigners, were invited to tea. Many an 
American pastor, professor, or student got his first and best impression of German . 
life, and particularly of religious and educational questions in Germany, at the table 


or in the study or in the garden of this genial “ Student-Professor.” What a tribute 
-eould sach mien as Professors Robinson and H. B, Smith among the dead, and Park 


and Sears among the living, lay upon his bier! _ 

Dr. Tholuck was, moreover, Evangelical, 


and in full sympathy with our 
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churches. His early scepticism gave way, under the influence of Von Kottowits 
and Neander, to a mild but positive faith. The favourable reception of his writings 
in England and America became as it were a standing invitation and « universal 
introduction. He responded to our admiration with a happy, generous hospitality, 
and an unaffected and substantial kindness. 

' ‘His life was uneventful. Born in Breslau March 30, 1779, the son of a gold- 
smith, he early attracted by his wonderful precocity the patronage which enabled 
him to stady at Breslau and Berlin, and in 1820 he became licentiate in theology 


and Privat-docent in the latter university. In 1824 he succeeded De Wette as Pro- 


fessor of Oriental Literature, and in that chair acquired the rich fund of Oriental 
illustrations which he employed so happily in his subsequent productions. Persian, 
he used to say, was his first enthusiasm. In 1826, notwithstanding the fierce oppo- 
sition of the Rationalists, he was appointed successor to Knapp in the chair of 
theology at Halle, and there in manifold and fruitful labours he lived and toiled for 
more than fifty years. A year as chaplain to the great Bunsen in Rome (1528-9), 
added a large group of new influences preparing him for his life work. 

In person he was of small stature, and his health was always feeble. Physicians 
pronounced his long life a physiological marvel. His habits of life were, however, 
so methodical and simple, his temperance so rigid, the assiduous attentions of his 


noble wife, who survives him, so wisely directed, that he was seldom disabled, and 


his industry was so unwearied that he accomplished wonders. A keen, dark eye, 
a full, arehed forehead, lips thin and firmly closed, were his most striking features. 
Walking was his favourite exercise and pastime. Along the banks of the Saale or 
in the groves of the Haide, im all sorts of weather, always with somebody, usually 
with two students, one on either side—two, he said, for fear one might be stupid— 
he walked hours every day, questioning and arguing, inciting and advising, exhorting 
and rebuking, explaining and persuading, impressing upon friends and pupils his own 
devout and ardent spirit. Later in life his garden and a covered gallery along the 
garden wall were his “academe” and “ stoa,” and there the young men were invited 
‘to ride with Tholuck,” as they called it. It was ia this way—by personal influence 
upon individuals—that Tholuck moulded the religious thought of two generations, 


bold unbelief. In one of his lectures he gives his method: “The teacher should 
labour with his pupil, sympathize with him, not simply impart scientific truth, but 
stand by his side to advise him, and enter into all the workings of his mind.” If 
called upon to single out the one supreme source of his influence, no one would fail 


to find it here. Surrounded by hundreds of his pupils, he gave as his own deseription 


of his long career: “ A blessed life among young men.” 

Dr. Tholuck’s principal works are exegetical, and yet he was not by nature or 
training, on the intellectual side, a great exegete. His thoroughly Evangelical mind 
was “taught of the Spirit,” and bis interpretations were always enriched and guarded 
by his experience. His intuitions were singularly quick and accurate, and he trusted 
them. He was a wonderful master of language, and of languages. His poetical 
temperament was inflamed by the imagery of the Psalms, and his pious spirit entered 
into the hidden sense of the beloved John. 

Dogmaties and ethics, as well as exegesis, were treated in his lectures to the 
University. He lived a life of prayer, and one of his favourite phrases—the Still 
Hour—is the felicitous title of our best essay On communion with God. He wrote 
a History of Rationalism, but his chief qualification was his active participation ia 
the half century of conflict which reversed the old relation of the Rationalistic to the — 
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and rescued the German pulpit from almost universal pantheism, scepticism, and 
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the man of unction, fervour, insight, and eloquence. His learning, if not absolutely 
exact, was ample and varied, his sympathies and energies were diffused over a wide 
field, and thus he was fitted to organize, inspire, and lead the diverse and disheartened 
elements of the Evangelical party. Boundless good-nature and a sparkling wit were 
incidental elements of leadership and power. His faith, courage, and enthusiasm were 
never exhausted. He .was true to Christ, and to the Scriptures. Sunday-schools 
and missions were dear to bis heart. 
philanthropy was caring for orphans, and aiding young men into the ministry—He _ 
was a great preacher, able to reach the popular heart as well as the scholars of the 

University. 

He was always loyal to the Government; he believed in the union of Church 
and State; he was proud and hopeful of Fatherland; he was acceptable to the Court 
and to the common people ; he received great honour from kings, and was revered 
by countless pupils, and found great audience in many languages and many lands. 
His last intelligible words, in view of approaching death, were a joyful recognition 
of the Cross of Christ: “I have no fear; Christ died for me.” It recalls his address 
at the great jubilee in his honour, in 1870, when he gave as the key-note of his life: 
“TI have but one passion, it is He, only He.”—Boston Congregationalist. 

VISIBLE CHRISTIAN UNION. 
| BY THE LATE FRANCIS WAYLAND, D.D. 
Ip the visible manifestation of this unity be in itself so desirable, it is an object 
for which we are bound to make sacrifices. We should sacrifice to it our love of 
sectarian aggrandizement, our desire to control the opinions of our brethren, our 
strife for ecclesiastical power, and even, if it be necessary, the good opinion of the 
members of our own sect. Christ, and the members of His spiritual body, should 
be dearer to us than any human organization. If it be not so, where is our love of 
Christ? And if it be asked, How far shall this sacrifice be carried? I answer, Up 
to the point of sacrifice of principle. We cannot, for the sake of unity, do wrong, 
or be parties to wrong-doing ; we cannot declare that to be true which we believe to 
be false ; or perform, as an ordinance of Christ, what we do not believe that Christ 
has commanded. When this limit meets us, we can go no farther. To go farther 
than this would be to surrender up a conscience void of offence, and to value union 
with men more than union with Christ. But so far as this it is our duty to go: we 
should testify our love to our real brethren in Christ by uniting with them in every- 
thing, so far as-we can do it without the surrender of truth and a good conscience. 
‘When this limit has been reached, we must separate ; but we should separate, not in 
unkindness, but in mutual love ; co-operating in all, and always “ keeping the unity. 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” He who is not willing to do this has much yet 
to learn of the spirit of Christ. He who is willing to render wider the apparent . 
breaches which already exist between the various persuasions of Christians, and, by 
magnifying their points of difference, withdraw them farther and farther from each 
other, is wounding Christ in the house of His friends, and holding up the Church of 
Christ to the merited reproach of a thoughtless and gainsaying world. 

And if it be demanded, in what way may we cultivate in our own hearts, and 
make manifest to others, this spirit of universal love to the whole body of Christ, the 
answer, from what has been already said, is obvious. We cannot do it by striving 
to convert all men to our individual opinions. To do this is manifestly impossible, 
when men enjoy freedom of discussion and investigation. Why should we wish to 
do it, until we ourselves become omniscient and infallible? Nor should we strive to 
bring all men to imitate our particular practice. a 
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from the necessary differences of opinion. Why should we judge another man's 
servant? “To his own Master he standeth or falleth.” After faithfully and kindly 
setting forth the reasons of our belief and practice, we should rest. But we must go | 
farther. Having done this, we inust still strive for unity. We must do this by cul- 
tivating in our own hearts a fnore fervent love to Christ ; and just in proportion to 
our love to Him, will be our love to His image, as it is displayed in the members of 
His spiritual body. Overlooking the narrow limits of sect and party, we should 
cultivate a spirit of universal love to the whole assembly of the redeemed of every 
age, of every sect, and of every variety of social condition. Wherever the spirit of 
Obrist manifests itseif, there it should be sure of our sympathy. Whenever our 
brethren are in adversity, we should proffer them our aid; whenever they are in 
prosperity, we should rejoice in their success. Wherever they are labouring to 
advance the interests of truth and righteousness, we should remember them, without 
ceasing, at the throne of grace, and unite our efforts with theirs, as we may have 
opportunity. 1t is thus that we shail bring the spirit of heaven down upon earth, 
and it shall be seen that God is in the midet of us ofa truth. Though separated in 


matters of opinion, as must be the case with honest, independent men, the disciples 
of Christ will still be one, and the world will believe that He is the Messiah sent by 


the Father. 


[From our own Correspondent. 
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fact, that when the Marshal-President effected 
« 16th of May,” he was only deterred 
out his of i 


from 
form of 
the 
that 


Republicans know not what Republicanism 


Intelligence. 
FRANCE. 
ee their leaders, by keeping still. Paper war, 
——, August 17, 1877. nevertheless, is as violent as tribunals, fines, 
ANTAGONISM IN THE STATE. and imprisonments will allow it to be. The 
The Enemy says, “Overturn! Overturn !” | elections will soon show whether France will 
and throughout France, look where we will, | once more be driven out among the breakers, 
we see Nehemiah compelled to resist, and/or reach the haven of j<ate, Her Swiss 
work growing slack because it is hindered. | neighbours look over the frontier and say, —- 
In politics every man is more or less against | with characteristic independence: ‘‘ French 
his neighbour ; the very army, supposed to be | [a 
, nentral, is commanded by Legitimists at one| is! No peace yet awhile to France,” 
fime, Bonapartists at another; while the PROTESTANT DISSENSIONS. | 
subalterns and junior officers, risen from the} It seems as if every question in Hi | 
Church also had | 
this snare. the . 
Paris Faculty of 
blic overboard ‘by the 
would not be Shall the Lutheran professors FN 
ES «the great mass ponderance because it succeeds to the Theo- . 
logical Faculty of Strasburg, or the Reformed | 
professors, because the Reformed Church is : 
the most numerous in France? Another 
ive | vexed question, worn and threadbare, is | 
St. Augustin | whether Pastor Bersier’s liturgy can be 7 
gilt eagles | called Ritualistic, or whether it is a genuine : 
the bunches of violets worn | reproduction or imitation of the liturgies of . 
the anniversary mass for Napo-| Calvin and the Reformers? Whether the 
i however, are sup- | Reformed Church of Paris has admitted the 
far the strongest, because they | thin edge of a dangerous wedge by admitting 
g dictates of wisdom and of ‘this Church, or whether it har done faithfully 


a 
£3 


- 


| 
| 
i? 
| 
| | to the 
ist. Th 
weighing 
masses 
aggress) 
| point of 
2nd. i 
ing,’ vospei Which 18 anything but (agonizing perplexit one only not 
Ti ‘glad tidings has been placed before them, | ceased to love him and support him with in- 
;" are not ‘irreligious,’ and their heart opens | exhaustible tenderness—his mother. He con- 
ik and their life changes when brought into cluded by asking the numerous hearers to 
personal contact with Jesus Christ. 3rd. | pray for all the churches, including the one 
| That we are but at the commencement of a/ he had just left.” Other journals had #0 


Scotch, and all other unless the 
Rome, and replied at 
i by the Rector of the ORNO, 
College. “A-rumour has | a recent 
ussia contemplates the the Wal | 


« 
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densian Charch the following resolution was 
passed: “ The dedication of the Temple of 


' Pra del Torno shall take place (D.v.) on 


Monday, 3rd of September next, at half-past 
ten a.m. If possible, the ordination of can- 
didates for the sacred ministry shall also take 


Meille be requested to deliver a discourse ap- 
propriate to these events.” On reading this 
announcement, the editor of Le Témoin re- 
marks be could earnestly desire to become a 


r 


Gandini, the responsible editor of the 
vatore 


) Romano; and the result is that Signor 
| Borgia has been sentenced to three months’ 
imprisonment, and fined in the sum of 150 
francs; while Signor Gandini has been 


to pay a fine of 100 francs. Five 


Fé 


Our readers are aware of the attacks in Italy are not of your o 
recently made against Signor Conti and other | ; 
evangelists of the Free Italian Church in the your country. But we who were 


“the 
and 


the Italians. It grieves us to say 


BE 


ay 
grant that such a work is good and 


columns of the Osservatore Komano. On this have always lived in Italy are constrained 


“I have just learned the result of certain 
proceedings recently taken before the civil 


cities the gratuitous distribution of the 
men 


tell you—and we speak from a kn 
facta—that in Naples and in other 


of God and of tracts in the way 
above does great injury to the work of 
gelization.” 


Word 
tioned 
evan- 


[From our own Correspondent. } | 
——, Prussia, August 15, 1877. 
VON BETHMANN HOLLWEG. 

Our Church has again sustained a loss. 
Mr. Von Bethmann Hollweg died on the 14th 
of July, at the age of eighty-two. He was 
one of those who personally partook in the 
revival of religion in the beginning of this 
century, and who throughout his life re- 
mained faithful to those impulses. He was a 
man of great ability, and therefore not only 


‘ 


his political views. seemed to 


somewhat from his fellow\Christians; but 


this did not last long. He always took a‘ 
‘warm interest in home niissions, this 


4 


FVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. ‘September 
Bile have been directed against Signor Borgia, 
I | place at the same time, and the Rev. J. P. 
candidate a second time, and to enjoy J 
his young brethren the precious privilege of | sentence of the court in its columns.” 
receiving the imposition of hands on the spot | WASTEFUL TRACT DISTRIBUTERS. 
where, in bygone days, was the celebrated It appears from ee 
College of the Barbes, the ancient theological that the iujudicious and 
i school of the Waldensian Church, where so | of 
many synods have met—where so many  goi 
pastors, evangelists, missionaries, and martyrs it b 
have been set apart for the holy ministry. | be 
; Besides recalling to the Vaudois the marvel- | 
. lous deliverances of which their fathers have 
3 been the objects, and the ancient College of , 
: the Barbes, this memorial building also sup- 
| plies an elementary school for boys and girls, 
| with residence for a teacher-evangelist, and a | pears, are even given in 
place of worship for the 248 souls (Wal- | of the letter in the Cristi 
; densian ) inhabiting the locality, besides thirty- | cludes thus: “One word 
sh six Roman Catholic families, obtraded in the | brave friends from the 
. times of persecution and confiscation, and a Channel. You think the 
c large number of persons employed during the laimed when you 
sammer months in the caré of cattle feeding sum total of the Bibles 
‘a on the slopes of the adjoining Alps. tracts which have 
| FREE ITALIAN CHURCH. 
sud) e © free 
| | and correctional tribunal of Rome at the in- _ 
} stance of Signor Conti. Judgment was given 
(ts on the 4th curt. The proceedings appear to | 
GERMANY. 
TE | highly respected, but was promoted from a 
| professorship of law to the post of Minister 
| fo. Public Worship in Prussia in 1858, 
which post he occupied until 1862. He was 
: one of the few men in Germany who belonged 
, to the Liberal party, and yet took an active 
rt effort. For a short time 
| 
| 
— 
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Papal See is still more remarkable when we inquiring whether to be a good Catholic it 

come to consider that in Prussia too we lived was absolutely necessary to be 

at peace with the Vatican until 1840, though whether to be a German was incompatible 


did 
highest aristocracy of the land (Redziwill, not understand a word of Polish either; but 

one of whose ancestors married a Prussian he learnt it subsequently. Meanwhile, the 
/ princess fifty years ago) profited by the cir- “ Polonization” of the German districts in 


cumstances of the time to secure to the our semi-Polish provitices was vigorously 
Catholic Church in the kingdom a privileged continued, until I at last obj to that 

You are aware that in the troublous sort of thing, and caused the Catholic De- . 
days of 1848, when the first symptoms of «a be done away with. This, 


partment to y 
Socialistic movement came to the surface, the amounting to a declaration of war, raised a 
elections in the strictly Orthodox wards were fearful storm against. us in U/]tramontane 
Conservative and highly acceptable to the circles. Every effort was made to add to the 
Government. This rendering the Govern- numbers of the Ultramontane party in Par- 
ment disposed to strengthen the Catholic liament. Some malcontents, former Minis- 
Church, a special Catholic Department was ters, Under-Secretaries of State, etc., did not 
established in the Ministry of Ecclesiastical scruple to second the efforts of the clerical 
Affairs to regulate the relations between Opposition. The conflict thas assumed a 
Church and State. The members of this more extensive range, and the Government 
department, though belonging to the Prussian were necessitated to have recourse to the 
Civil Service, were, s0 to say, serfs to the Legislature. The May Laws were enacted. : 
Radziwill family. Soft-spoken and benevo- I cannot say that I approve every item 
lent Jesuits were thus afforded an opportu- enacted in these laws, but I contend that, 
nity of sidling into the Government. Daily | upon the whole, they answer the purpose, 
_ gaining ground, the Catholic Church at last | and are a strong wall of defence in this in- 
occupied a more dominant position in Prussia | evitable conflict with the Papacy. By virtue 
than anywhere else. Our relations with the | of these laws we have recovered the position 
Pope gradually became so unendurable that | we gave up in 1830. We have taken back 
if his Holiness had sent a Nuncio to lord it | what was our own up to that date. We can 
over us we should, comparatively «peaking, | now afford to stand upon the defensive, 
have been better off, The relations between | to wait for what isto be. - | 
Chureh and State would then, at any rate;| ‘“ As to the Evangelical Church [this is the 
have been perfectly clear. As it was, thé | name of the Protestant Establishment of the 
Catholic Department, which had been estab- | kingdom of Prussia}, it has never thrown any 
lished to represent the King in our dealings | difficulties in the way of the State. It has, 
with the Pope, at length actually vindicated | on the contrary, supported and strengthened 
_ the interests of the Pope against the King. | the State. Hence the May Laws cannot 
j have been meant to control the freedom of 
the Protestant clergy; yet, as we had 
alternative but to enact the same laws 


have been raised in many quarters. I am 
alluding here chiefly to civil marriage, which. 
}| the attitude of the priesthood had made it © 
indispensable to introduce. [ confess that I 
at first was far from approving the meagiuay 
It is true, civil marriage is not 
the Christian doctrine. You are aware what 
Luther thought about it ; you know, too, that 


, 
There were certainly collisions from time to length of offering to this reverend prelate the 
time ; yet, on the whole, the Pope was on archiepiscopal see of Posen; but the offer 
friendly terms with the King. Unfortu- was declined on the plea that he did not un- 
nately, a change supervened during the reign derstand any Polish. Well, Count Ledochow- 
of his late Majesty Frederick William tv. ski, who subsequently became Archbishop of 

} 
in those of c1r provinces where there are | both Establishments, Protestantism had to be 
| two nationalities. In Posen, West Prussia, | placed on the same footing as the prigsts. I a 
etc., whole German districts were Polonized | regret that in consequence of the sweeping 
by the priests forcing the Polish language | measures that had to be taken, apprehensions 
upon church and school; as soon as the in 
habitants were cut off from the German 
language, press, and culture, they became | 
Ultramontane, and were converted into p 
sive tools by the clergy. The Church thr 
interfering with national and political affairs 
: it develved upon me to take note of what 
_ was going on. I fitst applied toa bishop 


have been anything but satisfactory. Still, I 
am convinced that the adversaries of the 
Apostles’ Creed have not a leg to stand upon 


against the Apostles’ Creed, in a recent sit- 
ting of the Synod, has been severely repri- 


ance should be made for their tartness on the 
score of the well-known ‘ Berlin acidity.’ No 
doubt we have plenty of scholars among us 
absolutely opposed to religion, and on prin- 


do away with difference of opinion within the 
pale of the Church. All we have to guard 
against is indulgence in our hereditary failing 


271 


—the furor teutonscus—which seems to render 
it obligatory upon Germans to carry every 


to know who, by 
congregation. He next gave a detailed and 


must rely upon to prevent the i 
such scenes in the future.” 


we have had civil marriage on the Rhine for 
many years, and this without any detriment 
to religion. Yet I did not like to shake | controversy to extremes.” [Here the reverend 
veneration for an ancient usage, sanctioned | gentlemen, with courteous depreciation of : 
by Christianity ; I did not like to offend the | their calling, begged to observe that the rabies 
. sibly migh con- | the furor teutonicus.] 
“ My experience of professors when they 
take to politica,” the Prince sarcastically con- ; 
tinued, “is not the most agreeable. Even in 
Parliament they continually suppose they are 
addressing their scholars, and cannot bear 
they get excited, and cannot realize the | 
“As to the new arrangements for enormity of any one venturing to differ from 
_&£ government of the Protestant Char, fi them. I may, perhaps, be permitted to 
admission of the lay element to power in observe that clergymen, being likewise in the | 
Establishment is an important measure. | habit of preaching to those who must not 
Especially in Calvinistic districts, after | contradict them, sometimes find it difficult to 
Siem Scere adopt parliamentary usages in Synod. It is | 
} Church matters, and are ready to su it | true the Synod must not allow Christ to be 
in a way very different from what 5 be | disowned; yet I am of opinion that dogma | 
the case. To the Protestant Church Presby- | requires to be developed, that care should be | 
terian government is essential; the Catholic | taken to prevent its freezing into a dead 
Church is a[structure ready and finished, in | letter. Various beliefs and constructions 
which the laity are like accessories in a land- | have always existed, and will continue to | 
scape. ; exist, in the Church, and no one has a right | 
“Of course, if, as you say, you are going | to appropriate to himeelf the exclusive | 
to adopt similar arrangements in Wiirtem-| privilege of being in the right. Were this | 
burg, you must be prepared for hostile ele-| not so, we should be worse off than the 
ments, profiting by the facilities given for | Catholic Church; we should have a number ) 
combat. Recent events in the Berlin Synod | of infallible Popes, whereas the Catholics ) 
have but one. As our Saviour says, we | 
ought to be patient and tolerant, and carefully 
in Berlin. In my opinion, we are conferring | throwing it into the fire.” 
too much honour upon the representatives of; The Prince then cited the conduct of a 
: these extreme opinions in making martyrs | 
most amusing account of the 
Manded by the Drandenburg Consisvory.| ine | at Marpingen, in the Rhine Province, where 
men holding these views in reality possess | some little children were induced to report | 
very little influence, and, besides, some allow- | upon interviews with the Virgin, until the 
Courts took the matter up. He laughed at ta 
the Papacy having declared the Lourdes ap- 
parition a miracle, notwithstanding the true . 
; ee and deplorably intelligible facts of the case | 
ciple the enemfes of all creeds; but they | had been officially ascertained. “ But,” he a 
exercise very little influence upon the views | added, ‘‘ in cases such as these the police-are 
of the people, and, moreover, are superstitious | powerless; it is elementary instruction we 
con- 
| clergymen took their leave. 
q 
| 
> 
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SYRIA. 
A VISIT TO THE CONVENT OF MAR SABA. 
Dr. Philip Schaff, having lately visited the | Virgin Mary, who was next to God. I said, 


to the former, he writes :— 


___ I reached Mar Saba, after a three hours’ ride | 
from Jerusalem, through the wild and desolate 


SAba (now sixty in number) excel even those 
of Mount Sinai. I met on the road an ac 


2, 

FEE 


in reply, that Christ, not Mary, was our 
Saviour, and that faith in Christ alone could 
save us; to which he reluctantly consented. 

In the wildness of its situation Mar Saba 
is sald to be the most i building 
of Palestine. It is built on the precipice of 
the rocks overhanging the ravine of the Kidron, 
which must once have been a considerable 


pit 


pe 


.on Mount Sinai, sends an account of each to 
the New York Independent. With reference | 
| 
Kidron Valley, on my way to the Dead Sea 
and the Jordan. The two convents resemble | 
each other. Both are Greek; both lie in a/ stream, but is now as dry as a wady in the 
barren wilderness; both are forta, as well as | desert. Walls, towers, buttresses, chapels, 
conventa, and passed through many vicissitudes | and chambers are perched upon rock terraces, 
during the struggles between Christianity and | like eagles’ nests. The bottom of the ravine , 
Mohammedaniem. Both possess a valuable lies about 590 feet below the convent. On 
library, without knowing how to use it. But the opposite cliffs we see a number of caves 
in ignorance and stupidity the monks of Mar | —once the abode of hermits, now of jackals. 
but utterly desolate aspect. The convent has 
complished Anglican clergyman, of Ritualistic considerable historical interest. It was 
tendency, and longing for union with the founded in the fifth century, by St. Sabas, 
venerable Greek sister Church. But the | one of the greatest saints of the Greek Church, 
witnessing of the disgraceful fraud of the whose tomb and cave-dwelling (formerly a 
Holy Fire in the Church of the Holy | lion’s den) is shown. It was the residence of 
Sepulchre, and his visit to Mar Saba, seemed | St. John of Damascus, who in the eighth . 
to have cooled his zeal. On being asked how | century wrote here his great work on the 
| he liked this famous convent, he shrugged his | Orthodox Faith, as St. Jerome wrote his 
shoulders and complained bitterly that he was | Vulgate in a cell in the Church of the 
| not admitted to the library. Badeker speaks | Nativity in Bethlehem. John of Damascus 
| of the vermin which disturb the night’s' rest ; | is the standard divine of the Greek Church, 
and I am prepared for it now, from the ap- | and bis views on the single procession of the 
pearance of this humble room and the bed- | H ' 
. ding, on the floor. Cleanliness is no part of 
monastic holiness. The monks gave us 
| and sour bread and sour soup, which we 
could not eat. They are too holy to be| were in the library. 
hospitable. They are all vegetarians, and 
forbidden to taste any meat. No woman has 
7 ever been admitted to this sacred place. It 
would be a sin todo so. In this respect the 
a 
| 


of his way of life came up before has arisen on the subject, and in a recent 


- 

i 

T 

. 


Me 


ro 


soba, & monument to the memory of the late 
P. P. Bliss, the evangelist of song, was un- 
veiled lately at Rome, Pennsylvania. It was 
in this American Rome that the author of 
“* Hold the Fort” and many another popular 
Christian melody spent the years of his child- 


there is a decrease of students for the minis- 
try. Especially is this the case 3 ll 


(Sepeember }, 
Reformed Chureh. With all the inducements 


the poor coloured people as they 
loved Zion a mass.of flames. They had just 
purchased a fine bell and Sunday-echool 
library, and greatly improved their church. 
It took them seven years to accomplish this, 


kept holy.” The motion to dismiss the case 
was denied, and the defendants were fined 
four dollars each. They refused to pay their 


of beneficiary aid, collegiate advantages, in- 
creased seminary buildings, library, and 
funds, the whole Church supplies to the in- 
coming junior class in the Theological Semi- 
nary at New Brunswick, including those who 
may come from Holland—where theological 
instruction is to be temporarily scspended— 

appetite. Believing this, and seeing many | only about half-a-dozen theological students. 

cases that have been saved by reliance on | Entire classes have not one man preparing 

God's power, and many failures where trust | for this work, and this from over five bun- 

has been placed in one’s own strength, I ex- | dred churches and over seventy-eight thou- 

plained that I could not, with these convic- | sand communicants! 

tions so strong, connect myself with way AFRICAN CHURCHES BURNT. 

acciety where there might arise opposition to| Much sympathy is felt for the coloured 

what I consider the fundamental doctrines of | Methodists in Texas, who are subjected to ‘ 

the Gospel. Of course, to disagree on these , carious annoyances and persecution. It is 

points would only give rise to argument and | stated that no less than fificen African Me- 

endless discussion, and the real object of the | thodist churches have been barned in that 

society in this way be to a great extent de- | state during the current year. The last one 

feated.” to go was at Huntsville, the torch of the in- 

MONUMENT TO THE LATE MR. DLISS. cendiaries being applied one Saturday night. 
. In the presence of some ten thousand per- | “It was heartrending,” says an account, “ to 

hood and early manhood. Here, too, he was | and in two hours all was gone.” 

married, and hence be went out, called as he THE LORD'S-DAY IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

believed of God, to preach and sing the| Two Seventh-day Baptists at Cussawago, 

Gospel. The monument consists of an | Pennsylvania, have been prosecuted for work- 

Italian marble shaft upon a Pennsylvania | ing on Sunday. Ih their defence it was 

blue-stone base, and stands twenty-four feet |-pleaded that they were members of a re- 

in- height, the base being four feet square. | ligious society which observed the seventh 

! Upon the sides of the die from which the | day as 1794, : 
shaft ascends are inscribed suitable passages 

of Scripture, and the usual memorial words. 

On the shaft appears the figure of a lyre or 

harp with one of the strings broken, and 

upon the top of the Doric capital is an urn | 

half-veiled. The monument has been erected 

by the Sanday-schools of Great Britain and 

the United States, in response to an invita- 

tion from Mr. D. L. Moody. The latter | fines, and were sent to gaol for six days. 

well-known Revivalist and Mr. Sankey, who THE BIBLE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

.sang .“ Hold the Fort,” the vast audience | * The Roman Catholics of New Rochelle, in 

joining in the chorus, took part in the in- | this state, have presented to the school trus- 

teresting proceedings of the day. tees a petition that their children be excused 
A MOST DISCOURAGING FACT from listening to the Bible-reading at the 
at present (writes a correspondent of the | opening of the schools. There are three 

Weekly Review) is the scarcity of ministers. | public schools in the town, and there was till 

A large number of the most important Pres-|a year ago a Catholic parochial school at- 

byterian churches are without pastors, and | tended by many of the children of Roman 

there seems no likelihood of any improve-| Catholic parents, The Roman Catholic 
: ment, as in a good many of the churches | children were allowed by the teachers to ab- 
sent themselves from the in 
| | 


“THE PRIEST 18 ABSOLUTION.” 
address has been forwarded 


Archbishop of Canter- 


Reverend the Archbishops 
an Right Reverend the Bishops 
of the Church of 


press our great alarm at the introduction of 
the practice of auricular confession into the 
Church, and our sorrow and deep indignation 
at the extreme indelicacy and impropriety of 
the questions therein put to married and un- 
married women and children. _ 

“ Believing, as we do, that the adoption 
of a system of confession such as is set forth 
in the above-named book would be fraught 
with the most fatal consequences to the 
Church, and would destroy all the friendly 
relations existing between clergy and laity, 
we would earnestly and respectfully urge 
upon your lordships publicly to express your 
condemnation of such a system, and to with- 
draw all countenance from those who favour 
it, and to, urge upon your clergy the necessity 
of its disavowal and repudiation, especially 
with regard to all places of education.” 
_ The signatures attached to the address are 
those of ninety-six members of the peerage, 
and include the following: Duke of West- 


minster, Duke of Manchester, Earl Redesdale, 


Eke; 


Home 


pure scriptural character of ofr 


few weeks deliberately re-affirmed and 


attention to that formal ‘statement’ of the 
doctrine of the Church of on this 
subject which they put forth on the 23rd of 

re- 


July, 1873, and which has 
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so much, began as usual to try for, feeling is setting in against them ; EE 
eer the thorough mixture of amusement 
religious exercises in the schools, or | religion the Romish Club of 
a Catholic teacher be appointed who | a great deal further than anything in 
uct religious exercises, at which | nection with Protestant churc 
to be cent Sunday fete by this 
po A meeting of the Board of School | lowing was the programme: “ A 
was held, and it was resolved to | mass and communion; at 10 ; 
rescind the rule requiring all the pupils, both | mass, with music and singing; at 
Protestant and Catholic, to be present at | divers games, races, gymnastics, clim 
8.45 in the morning and listen to the read- pole; at 3 P.u., vespers; at 4 P.u., 
ing of a chapter from the Bible-—New York | exercise, shooting at a mark, and 
Observer. creations; at 8 PM, sermon and 
A ROMISH SUNDAY FESTIVAL. | benediction, sung by the members of the 
Church fairs, bazaars, raffles, etc., have | club; at 8 p.«, illuminations, fireworks, and 
‘ie been carried to great excess, though a strong | balloon ascension.” 
The Earl of Harrowby, Duke of G Eari 
by Lord Abergavenny, on behalf of the Me-| Fortescue, Duke of St. Albans, Lord Lecon- 
morialists, to the IG | ficld, Earl Fitzwilliam, Ear! of Dartmouth, 
bary :— Lord Hampton, Earl Cadogan, Lord Ebury, 
TT, Marquis Conyngham, Duke of W . 
more, Earl Spencer, Duke of Lei , Lord 
“ We, the undersigned, lay members of the | Chelmsford, Earl of Shaftesbury, Lord 
Church of England, beg to draw your lord-| Eversley, Lord Waveney, Earl of Roden, 
ship’s attention to the late disclosures con- | Earl Cowper, and Earl of Chichester. 
cerning the book entitled ‘The Priest in The Archbishop has replied <=, {ows »— 
Absolution,’ printed at the request of the “ Addington Park, August 13, 1877. 
clergy of the Church of England united ina| “My dear Lord,—lI beg leave to acknow- 
society called ‘The Holy Cross,’ and to ex- | ledge with thanks your letter of the 9th inst., 
, which reached me two days ago, accompanied 
by an Ajljifess to the Archbishops and 
Bishops of the Church of England, signed by 
ninety-six Peers. I shall not fail, at the 
next meeting of the Bishops, to lay before 
my brethren this important document. Mean- 
while I have no hesitation in assuring your 
lordship, and those who have signed this 
Address, that nothing shall be wanting on 
my part to maintain, with God’s blessing, the 
\ 


4 


| 
| 
| 


Provinces on the Ist of March, 1875. 
“I remain, my dear Lord, your faithful 


“A.C. Cawrcar. 
“The Marquis of Abergavenny.” 
CLERICAL CONFERENCE AT LAMBETH PALACE. 
A very important meeting of bishops and 
clergy, most of them connected with the 
was held at Lambeth Palace, on 
10th ult, by invitation of the Arch- 


Canterbury. The meeting, which 


ter, Walter Abbott, C. J. P. 
M. Gibbs, and F. G. Blomfield. Letters 


diocese, 

and Decies, 
White Ridley, Sir Walter C. Trevelyan, and 
Sir Walter James, asking the Bishop to sit 
for his portrait, in order that a memorial of 
his connection with the diocese might be 
preserved upon the walls of Auckland Castle. 
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»Jject as things now are,” 


[September 1, 1877. 


fally appreciating the great honour which 
they are thus willing to confer. So far from 
this, it is the high value I attach to the 


“ 


= 


article in which it suggests that every clergy- 
man who has been wearing the sacramental 
vestments now forbidden should evade the 
operation of the law by the following device : 
“ Let a special surplice, intended for the Holy 


loosé cap, pat om over the head and falling in 
front and back, of the latter. Then there is 
nothing to hinder the embroidering of a large _ 


vesture, that of being a loose flowing robe, 
superimposed on a tight clinging one, would — 
be preserved ; the distinctive character of the 


liament to settle a pattern by law 
first gone through—not a very 
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reference to present discussions, to the Pastoral : 
Letter which was issued by the Bishops of 
stant kindness and generous support which 
servan for sixteen years I have received from the 
laity and clergy of my diocese which renders 
me indifferent to the honour of I ma 
name and feata 
| generations on 
It is enough for 
work for m 
however imperf 
the many friends 
haracter, was devo- | leave behind; w 
a celebration of | ever cherish in m 
a conference | which I have 
s of the best mode of | the good-will 
ing the spirit of| many of the lai 
it’s guidance to the | position has brought me in connection.” 
Besides the “SPIKING A GUN.” 
were t the Bishops; Under this heading the Church 7imes has an 
inchester, and Ely. 
t included, besides the 
Miller, Hamilton, Money, 
the Revds. G. H. Wilkinson, 
, W. Cadman, E. H. Plamptre, 
E. Bayley, W. D. Maclagan, T. P. Boult- | Communion alone, be manufactured on the fol- 
Daniel Wilson, W. H. Fremantle, T. M. | lowing principle: that of doing for the vest- 
Henry Wace, J. Erskine Clarke, | ment in question much what the ‘ Inverness 
ioe Dr. Irona, Harry Jones, W. F. | cape’ in secular attire does for the combination 
Bateman, H. Montagu Villiers, F. E. C. | of coat and cloak. The new eucharistic surplice 
Ww. in Lutheran Scandinavia—should in like 
Eyre, manner combine alb and chasuble, having the 
expressing sympathy with the purpose of the | long and comparative tight-fitting body and 
meeting, and regretting inability to be present | sleeves of the former supplemented with the 
at this time of year, were received from many | 
others; among whom were the Bishop of | 
Dover, Bishop Perry, the Master of the | 
Temple, and Canon Liglitfoot. . ban mb coloured thread on the baci ne 
THE BISHOP OF DURHAM. , | garment, instead of adorning the neck only, 
An address was recently presented to thé which is not uncommon; and finally, a deep 
Bishop of Durham from laymen of the | edging of lace round the bottom edge would 
give sufficient richness of effect. When all 
this was done, the essential peculiarity and 
the general aspect of the ancient eucharistic 
He replied: “I cannot but feel muth | garb, would be unmistakably defined, con- 
. gratified by an offer from so many of the | siderable beauty and dignity could be readily 
influential laity of my diocese to present the | given to it; and in the eye of the law it 
| see with a portrait of myself. Still more do| would be—a surplice, and nothing more ; 
! I prize the very kind words of approval of | consequently unassailable by prosecution, 
my conduct with which the offer is made— | until the preliminary process of getting Par- 
) words I sincerely feel far beyond my deserts. had been 
friends, it is not, I can assure you, from not | 
A 


use of the vestments of the Church as I have 


of shifting or compromise, irrespective of the 
terrors of Lambeth or of Westminster.” 


2 
PF 


intended for the sons of ministera | 


Hall, Southport, with the schools at Cla 
4 After consider- 


mittee to meet during the year, and take into 


day-scholars, being an increase of 2,554 on 
the year. There are also 3,339 evening 


scholars, The income for the year was: 
Children’s pence, £82,385; Government 
grants, £76,931 ; subscriptions, etc., £25,272 ; 
total, £184,589. There are 6,095 Sunday- 
schools, being 105 more than last year; 
Sunday-school teachers and officers, 115,666. 
The total number of scholars attending Wes- 
leyan Methodist Sunday-schools is 742,419 
—an increase of 17,107. The Rev. C. H. 


Kelly read an abstract of the proceedings of | During 


the Sunday-school Union Sub-committee, 


grants, during the year, was £277,862. The 
erection of 118 new chapels was sanctioned, 
providing accommodation for 21,637 sittings. 

The report of the Metropolitan Chapel 
Building Fund was read by the Rev. Gervase 


years, stated that d 


September 1, 1817.) EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 277 
In the paper of the following week the | from which it appeared that 2,289 Sunday- 
Rev. W. J. E. Bennett objects that the gar- | schools had joined the Union. In the un- 
ment thus described “ wonld be utterly novel | avoidable absence of the Rev. T. B. Stephen- 
—to use a vulgar expression, neither fish, | son, the Rev. G. Olver presented the report 
flesh, nor fowl—neither Anglican, Roman, nor | for the Children’s Home, and made some 
Greek, and therefore not Catholic.” He adds: | general statements as to the great success 
“ For myself, my intention is to continue the | which had attended the movement. In the 
ees | London, Bolton, and Milton Homes there are 
done for twelve years past, without any kind | about 450 children. Appropriate resolutions 
The Theological Committe of Review re- 
WESLEYAN METHODIST CONFERENCE, ceived a report, which stated that the course 
The one hundred and thirty-fourth Annual | of study had embraced classical and modern 
Wesleyan Methodist Conference was held in 
the end of July and the beginning of August. 
The meeting of the Conference properly so 
called was preceded, as usual, by the delibera- 
tions of the “ committees of review,” or pte- 
paratory committees. The first business was | standing. The Rev. B. Hellier moved a 
that of the Stationing Committee. Then | resolution recognizing the importance of 
came the meeting of the committee having a trained and educated ministry, and 
Auxiliary Fand, which is intended recommending the Conference 9 to 
benefit of those ministers“ who, consider whether some plan cannot be devised 
infirmity, are com whereby ali candidates for the ministry shall 
service. In this pass through a regular course of theological 
fund of £100,00 and general study. 
£90,000 hae already been obtained. At the Committee of Review for Chapel 
Educational affairs were next Affairs, the ordinary income for the year was 
The Schools Committee met, and reported as being £9,794—an increase of 
Dr. Moulton read the report of the £144 on the year. The total number of 
cases was 389; total cost, £313,622. The 
net amount raised by contributions, including 
This school is now combined with that 
Woodhouse Grove under one system. It 
able discussion, it was resolved that the Con-/| Smith. It stated that thirteen sites have va 
ferénce be requested to appoint a mixed com- | been secured in the metropolitan area, eight 
es | of which are now available for their intended | 
consideration the whole subject of education | purpose as soon as the necessary funds are 
—other than primary—in its financial and | raised. The total income of the fund has 
other relations, In the General Education | been £7,056. Sir Francis Lycett, speaking 
Committee, the report was presented by the | of the growth of Methodism in London, said _ 
Rev. George O. Bate. It stated that the| that ten years ago there were forty-two 
number of day-schools was 872, with 175,993 | ministers in the metropolis, now there are . 
105; then only 14,000 members, now up- 
wards of 21,000. 
The Home Missionary Committee of Re- 
view was addressed, among others, by the ~ 
Rev. J. W. Greeves, who, in speaking of the 
growth of Methodiam during the last twenty 
MEBoring that time the mem- 
bership had advanced from 263,835 to . 
372,938 ; Sunday-scholars from 415,770 to , 
725,312. The number of ministers in Great 
Britain had grown from 968 to 1,627. 
the same period the magnificent sum 
. of £2,984,688 had been contributed towards 


‘ 


_ ference was then read. The Rev. W. 


BE 


Bes, 


1881 that body, 
prospect of a union of Methodists in 
the Irish representatives addressed 
The address of the 


4 


forth, President of the French Conference, 


the ministry, 183 names of candidates were 


presen and of these 151 were accepted. 
Thirty-four missi candidates were ac- 


7S8t. John’s. 
ap- | nominational losses, he said that three stately 


(September 1, 


and 12 for immediate appointment to cireuits 


then of , after whi 
the ex-President (the Rev. A. McAulay) de- 
the ordination charge, founded on 
Tim. iv. 16. 

The Missionary Committee having recom- 
mended the of a fourth Secretary 
at the Mission House, in addition to the 


vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Perka, 
a conversation on the subject took place. 
The result of the ballot was to place 
Revds. E. E. Jenkins and M, C. Osborn at 


Headingley College having become vacant 
the retirement of the Rev. John Farrar, 
Rev. B. Hellier was elected by ballot. 

The Rev. James Buller, representative from 
the Australasian General Conference, gave an 
address, The Rev. H. Sprague, of St. John’s, 


the 

E. the 

head of the list. The Governorship of 
i by 

the 


ptist | Newfoundland, was introduced to the Con- 


ference, and gave a most thrilling account of 
the dreadful fire which had nearly destroyed 
Referring especially to their de- 


churches and three had been 
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schools. 
The Foreign Missionary Committee received ministers belonging to other Churches were 
| a very elaborate report from the Secretaries, received and referred to a committee. 
; Dr. Panshon and the Rev. J. Kilner, in The obituaries of deceased ministers and 
which special reference was made to the | the questions of ministerial character were 
¢ recent death of the Rev. G. T. Perks, and to brought before the Conference. Amongst the 
. | the importance of lessening the work of the | names of ministers who had died during the 
. Secretaries by increasing their number from year, that of George T. Perks called forth 
three to four. special testimony to the character and excel- 
The Lord’s-day Committee, after the recep-| lence of the deceased. Many testimonies 
a tion of a report from the Rev. J. Baker, u.a., were borne to the worth of the men who had 
adopted resolutions in furtherance of the | fallen during the year. | 
movement for promoting the observance of The ordination service was held im Ebe- 
the day of rest. nezer Chapel, King Street, Bristol. Seventy- 
. At the meeting of the Conference, there | three candidates were presented for ordina- , 
/ were about 500 ministers present. The|tion. The service was conducted by the 
vacancies in the Legal Hundred, caused by | President, assisted by the ex-President, the 
. death and su uation, having been filled | Secretary, the Revds, Dr. Smith, J. Farrar, 
| Dr. Rigg, Dr. Jobeon, and others. The 
| with. Dr. Pope names of the candidates having been read, 
| 160, and the Re the President asked them a series of ques- 
Williams was tions as to their call to the ministry and 
President, the Rev. belief of Methodist doctrine, after which the 
. born in Nova Scotia, candidates were ordained with the laying 
| on of handa. The newly-ordained mini 
Irish Conference, which re 
- 
then spoke of the work in France and of the 
various openings for aggressive agency in 
that country. American and Australian 
Methodism were severally represented by 
speakers. A deputation, representing the 
Congregational, Presbyterian, and Ba 
ministers of Bristol, was introduced to the 
Conference, and presented a fraternal address. 
They were headed by the Rev. Dr. 
and having spoken, were welcomed in 
propriate speeches by the Rev. Dr. Rigg, the 
Rev. Dr. Osborn, and the Rev. Mr. Bedford. | burned, and the sum of £20,000 would be 
The Conference having proceeded to con- | required to meet their losses. There were 
sider the reports concerning candidates for | no local resources, as most of their members 
| bad been burned out. 
sented to various of ’ 
cepted from foreign stations. In all, 71 can-| amongst whom were Miss Heald and Mr. 
didates were received for training in the | W. N. Heald, for the gift of a chapel costing 
theclogical institutions, 42 for mission work, ! £15,000, and Mr. W. Bracewell, fora chapel 
| 


retire every year, and not be im- 


mediately eligible for re-election. The ques- | i 


tion of the constitution of the district meeting 


vote for the election of ministerial represent- 
atives, and laymen only for the election of 
lay representatives. It was also resolyed that 
the business to be transacted by the Confer- 
ence when consisting of ministers only shall 


man is eligible as a representative unless he 
be a member of the society of five years’ 
continuous standing, and, at the time of his 
election, a holder of office as trustee of Con- 
nexional property or a member of a circuit 
quarterly meeting. By a unanimous vote it 
was agreed that the plan of lay representation 
come into operation at the Conference of 
1878, which will therefore consist of 481 
gentlemen—the President, 240 ministers, and 
240 lay members. 


— 


bo 
3 


The Rev. Dr. Gervase Smith was appointed 
representative to the Australasian Conference, 
to be held at Sydney next May. 

A fraternal letter was received from the 


THE OPEN-AIR MISSION. 
The annual report of the Open-air 
has just been published. The object of the 
mission is to preach to the masses who are 
not in the habit of attending our places of 
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coating £8,000. The A discumion on the temperance movement 
an abstract of the resulted in the Conference becoming com- 
the “ Extension of mitted to its advocacy to an extent unknown 
adopted. The amount before. The Temperance Oommittee pre- 
scribed and promised is sented a report and series of resolutions 
toral address of the which will give a new impulse to the move- 
societies was read by the ment throughout the whole Connexion. 
and was adopted, with Schemes for Bands of Hope and temperance 
graph protesting against organizations have been prepared by the com- 
drunkenness, and all mittee, and were approved by the Conference. 
courages it, 
On the question of Lay Representation 
there was a lively and earnest discussion. 
The proposal that one-eighth of the lay 
representatives ahould be elected by the pre- 
= ceding Conference was rejected, and, after | of religion 
considerable discussion, it was resolved, upon | leading 
the motion of Dr. Punshon, that twelve lay | President 
treasurers of the Connexional Rev. Samuel 
bers of the Conference. ™ elt was 
“Zighteen to be elected by to the General Conference of 
whom should EEE | Methodist Episcopal 
that the Conference 
opportunity might occur, to 
called forth a great variety of opinions. It | promote fraternal intercourse by the sending 
was ultimately decided that the district | of representatives or otherwise. 
meeting be constituted as at present, and 
that in the event of any circuit steward de 
claring his inability to attend the May Dis 
trict Meeting, a substitute should be elected ‘ 
at the March Quarterly Meeting by open | President of 
vote. It was agreed that ministers only shall | ference, 
that body wo 
appointed next year. 
ceive such a deputation, 
ternal sympathy was sent. 
The President was appointed to 
be Completed before that which is to be trans- | land and Wales during the year. 
acted by ministers and laymen conjointly is | mittees for various departments 
entered upon. The deliberations of the | appointed, as were also the mem 
Conference when consisting of ministers and | Home and Foreign Missionary deputation. 
laymen will be confined to the duly-appointed | Subsequently the ballot for the election of 
members of the Conference, but any minister | eighteen lay members of the next Conference 
permitted by the District Committee to | was taken. A committee had been appointed 
attend the ministerial Conference may be | the previous day to select thirty-six names 
present during the sessions of the mixed Con- | out of which the election %hould be made. 
ference. The lay members of Counexional | Twelve additional members of the next Con- ' 
Committees may also be present, No lay- | ference were named, being lay treasurers of 
Connexional funda, so that the present Con- 
ference has elected thirty, or one-eighth of ¥ 
the whole number of lay representatives who 
shall attend the Conference of 1878. This 
arrangement is intended to secure an element 
of continuity in the assembly. 


° 
> 


Knapp, of Bitlis, and his 


ber 


been printed by the British and Foreign Bible Society in the syllabic character which has 


the Cree language, the whole being written out with his own hand.—C. M. Gleaner. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS, 
letter from Honcluin in the Boston Congregationalist refera to the appointment, by 


the American Board of Missions, of Dr. C. M. Hyde to take charge of the Paci 


on his arrival. The writer goes on to say: “Dr. Hyde’s oe © 


ion. In 


one whose preconceptions have been chiefly formed from the 


ctablished, the 


a Christian nation, There is a good degree of 


Life and property are safe, churches and schools 
to 
the 
left 
of 
of 
by their 
excess 


England fe ile at tho condition of the Ta 


be sure, 


Bishop Crowther has left England for Africa. The steamer he asked for is being built 
at Glasgow, and will (D.v.) go out in January. The Bishop having, previous to his departure, 
laid before the committee of the Church Missionary Society his plans for the extension of 
the mission, received the promise of their assistance. The mission will be henceforth 
divided into two—the Upper and the Lower Niger, each managed by a missionary under 
the Bishop. The Rev. D. C. Crowther, the Bishop's son, is appointed to assist »yhim in the 
superintendence of the Lower Niger mission. 
BRITISH AMERICA. 
a Horden’s a version of the New Testament in the Cree —_ has 
been found so easy and useful for the Indians of Moosonee diocese.“ The Bishop has com- 
pleted his translation of the Old Testament First Lessons for Sundays and Holy Days into 
through them the people, to a higher point of consecrat/ comi 
od. But Ike 
mild and by foreign 
juick to get no dependence 
them I e people. They 
mess of of hopeful 
ner is , the race is not Q 
| ng abiding. Bs of more than 
| 
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eleven hundred. As the whole population is less than fifty thousand, it seems destined to 


remnant, that remnant is worth saving for 
elements in the case, the actual progress 
fal Sabbath morning, when the stillness 


is 
more than fifty years ago these same shores 


revellings. 


the Master. 
made is to 
only broken by the church bells, that but little 


Bat after 


hen 
wonderful. It is hard 
were filled 


AN INFIDEL ANSWERED. 
A City missionary labouring in the north- | lecture this man stepped up to the lecturer 


west of London relates, in his annual report, | 
the following incident as having occurred at 


a coal depot, which he is in the habit of 

“On entering the yard one day, I noticed 
one man looking very straight at me, and 
though I had never said a word to him, he 
began by saying, ‘I don’t believe in religion 
—there ain’t no good in it, is there, Bill f 
addressing another black gentleman by his 
side, I at once replied that I was not sur- 
prised to hear him say that, that he was not 
the only man who held that opinion. ‘ But 
Iam not going to argue with you as to whe- 
ther there is or is not any good in religion; 
but if you will listen to me, I will relate to you 
a very interesting story’ This caused’ them. 
to gather round me (to the number of about 
sixteen), and being all attention, I began by 
telling them that some few years ago two or 
three gentlemen went down from London 
to Birmingham to deliver a course of lec- 


' tures on infidelity, and to prove that men 


were better without religion than with it. 
Amongst the rest of the working men that 
went to hear them were two miners who were 
members of the Wesleyan Society, and very 
regular in their attendance at the chapel ser- 
vices and meetings. Having listened atten- 
tively to the arguments of the lecturers, these 
two men came to the conclusion that what the 
gentlemen said was very true, and both of 
them agreed to give up religion and have no 
more to do with it. About twelve months 
afterwards another ‘course of lectures’ on 
the same subject was announced at the same 


_ place, but this time only one of these two men 
' putinan appearance. At the close of the first 


and asked him if he could have a word with 
him. He replied, ‘Certainly.’ The man 
said, ‘ You remember, sir, coming down here 
twelve months ago, and giving a course of 
lectures.’ The lecturer replied, ‘ Perfectly.’ 
* Well, sir,’ said the man, ‘ Jem and me, that 
was my mate, came to hear you, and we 
thought what you said was very true, so we 
both gave up religion.’ ‘Good,’ replied the 
lecturer ; ‘lam very pleased to hear it; and 
you felt very much better, did you not f 
* Well, sir,’ said the man, ‘just hold hard a 
bit, and let me have my say out. We got on 
all very well until about six months ago, 
when Jem and me was working together in 
the mine, blasting the coal, when a great lump 
of coal of about half a ton weight fell on Jem 
on the lower part of his body and crushed 
him, and what do you think he began to 
cry out when the lump of coal was on him f 
* I don’t know,’ replied the lecturer. ‘ Why, 
sir,’ said the man, ‘he. began to holloa out, 
“Oh, Lord Jesus! oh, Lord Jesus! Have 
mercy upon my poor soul.” Now, sir, your 
religion may be all very well when a man is 
all right and square, but when he gets a lump 
of coal on him it makes him sing out.’ 

“ Having finished my story, they said that 
was very true, there was no mistake about 
that; and instead of being pelted with coal 
and made the butt of all their contempt and 
ridicule, or threatened with having my brains 


knocked out with a shovel, they have been 


most civil and attentive, and I am now able 
to hold meetings amongst this hard-drinking, 

ing class of men, and to speak to 
them of the love of God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their best Friend.” 


Prorestant SUNDAY-SCHOOLS IN 
France number 1,070. | Twenty-years 
there were but 250. 

GeyeRaL Grant recently laid the f 


. tion-stone of an American Episcopal Church 


at Geneva. 


Tae Paral Treasury.—The German 
Ultramontane papers estimate from official 
statements that the amount presented to the 
Pope at the late jubilee was 16,476,281 


frand 


an early extinction. 
all there is also a bright side both to the future and to the past. If the race be but a 
| 
| 
| 
Resets.—The Roman Catholic 
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Bishops of Papayan, Pesto, Antioquia, and 
Montoya have to exercise 


Young Men's Christian Associations of all 
lands is appointed for Paris, in 1878. 
Maxprinoen, on the Rhine, is not quite so 
as formerly. “Pilgrims” by 
sands in a day might at one period be 
to see “ the 
to 
off, 


and laity in some sort of synod. The Bishop 


makes a strong appeal to the Bishop of Dur- 
ham “to come forth to our help, not to fan 


ij 
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friends of the Church Missionary Society 

their ecclesiastical functions in the United | know that nothing keeps them in harmony 

States of Colombia, by the Colombian Legis- | with the Church’s organization except a bond 

lature, because of their leadership in the | of mutual confidence and good understanding, 

recent rebellion. a cord which even in the episcopate of such 

Trreswiat Comrenence of the aman as Bishop Wilson was subjected to a 

serious strain, but which in these more 
anxious days is hardly enough to trust to.” 

Tus Busnor or Dunnam has written a re- 
joinder to the Bishop of Calcutta’s letter 
quoted above. His lordship expresses his 
satisfaction at the distinct denial that in the 
any intention on the 
part of the to interfere with the mis- 

=F visions have been recorded. sionary societies, or to claim for the bishops 
story now goes that the a dangerous increase of power. He reminds 
the Metropolitan of India that the Church Mis- 
last was a swindle. N sionary Society acknowledges distinctly ite sub- 
Marpingen continued to flourish, and the | mission to the legitimate authority of the 
Pope sent his blessing and. golden cross to | Colonial Episcopate, and that Bishops Cotton 
the village priest. According to a corre- | and Milman had approved thekind of concordat 
however, the superstition and im-/| drawn up not many years ago, and criticizes 
hich it is the interest of the | the somewhat Irish conduct of the present 
Sa lives. | Indian Bishops in deciding that “an extension 
In HE «belf of last year, and there- | of corporate work” is needed, and then con- 
EE =any apparitions or miraculous | sulting the clergy and laity afterwards. In 
eu GE Of, seventy-seven deaths | conclusion, his lordship asks, Who originated 
OS ee ee after the | the strife? Who fanned the flame of con- 
miracles, sixty deaths occurred in Marpingen | tention? Not, he says, the missionaries or 
For the present year the mortality | their friends in this country, but in the first 
by fifty that of the corresponding | place “ the present youthful occupant of the 
iB year. Itis proved that super- | see of Colombo, who sought to crush them by 
parents refuse all medical help for | an iron hand,” and in the next “the Indian 
their children, and betake themselves en- | bishops, who, without an expression of sym- 
tirely to the miraculous water. pathy for the down-trod missionary, without 
Tae Bisnor or Carcurtra has addressed | one word of defence of the just rights of the - 
a long letter to the Bishop of Durbam, in | inferior clergy, have sought only to extend 
answer to one from the latter expressing his | their own authority, and by their own un- 
entire opposition to the resolutions passed by | happy resolutions have indirectly given their 
the Indian Bishops on the subject of their | sanction to all the arbitrary proceedings of 
relation to missionaries. The Bishop states | one of their own body.” 
that he has held a conference of the clergy{ or Tasmania.— 
and laity of the neighbourhood of Calcutta | The Hobart Town Christian Witness of April | 
to consider the question (the laity being two | 26 says: “One of the most pleasing signs 
to one of the clergy), and that the result | of the existence of fraternal feeling among 
was that resolutions were arrived at affirm- 
ing: (1) That in the last resort the bishop made for the interdenomina- 
of the diocese was responsible for all teaching of pulpits to which we re- 
given; (2) That the appointment of lay On Sunday next 
agents for epiritual functions (who practically presented to the city and 
act as deacons) should be made with due re- 
gard to the ultimate right of the bishop to of thirteen clergymen of the Presby- 
give or withhold his sanction ; (3) That the | terian, Congregational, Wesleyan, Free Me- 
responsibility should be shared by the clergy | thodist, and Primitive Methodist Communions 
cordially entering each other's pulpits, and 
ministering to congregations other than their | 
own. For once, with the probability that 
the flames of strife and uncharitableness, but | the action will be repeated quarterly, all the 
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fences that divide the several pastors’ flocks | more widely followed; for it is a plain in- 
from each other will be taken down, and | dication of the fact that there is « unity 
freely the shepherds wil] move about among | amid all our sectarian diversity, and 


Alliance. 


AXNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE BRITISH ORGANIZATION OF THE 
EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE, TO BE HELD IN OXFORD, 
SEPTEMBER AND FPOLLOWING DAYS. 


Mexorrs of the Evangelical Alliance and other friends of Christian union are informed that, 
im compliance with a cordial invitation from Christian brethren of different Evangelical 
denominations in Oxford, the Council have resolved to hold the next Annual Conference in 
that city. 

They hope to be favoured with the presence and support of many esteemed friends 
from different parts of the United Kingdom and from abroad on the approaching occasion. 
Sabjects of great importance to the progress of Gospel truth, religious liberty, and Christian 
missions will be brought under consideration ; and it is thought that an Alliance Conference 
held im one of the ancient seats of Christian learning will, in addition to its central situation 
and the facility of approach, bring together a large number of the children of God, for the 
enjoyment of fraternal fellowship and for taking mutual counsel in the interest of Christ's 


Mr. J M. 
pher, m.a., and Rev. H. 

The Council assure Christian friends intending to be present that they will receive a 
cordial welcome, and that every effort will be made to make their visit to Oxford as agree- 


TUESDAY, Serrzemper 25. 
A Megerine ror Prayer at 3 o'clock. 
Evenixe.—Socta'. Merrine, for mutual introduction and conference, in the Clarendon Hotel. 
Tea and coffee provited at 7 o'clock. Afterwards Sir Haxny Venwey, Bart., will preside. 


Morsixe, 10 o’cLock.—Opening Devotional Meeting, when the Appress will 
be delivered. 11 o'clock.—Business es The “ Practical Resolations,” to be read and 


Alliance aince last Conference, and Cash Statement the Secretary and Treasurer, 


Queens; by the Very Rev. the Dean of Canterbury. 2. Protestantism: its relation to social 


progress 
Mogxtxo, 10 o’cLock.—Devotional Meeting. 11 o’clock.—Business Meeting. Subjects of | 


the whole of them thus a one of the best answers that can be 

it were, into one pasture. This example of given tc the taunts of disunion which the 
giving and taking the right hand of fellow- | enemies of Protestantism so often throw ont.” 

ship is one that might, with advantage, be | 

kingdom at home and abroad. | 

Those who have attended previous Conferences of the Evangelical Alliance are aware 

that they have been eminently hallowed and useful as seasons of Christian intercourse, for 

the cultivation of Christian charity, and for combined action in the spread of the Gospel 
throughout the world. 

The following are the Oxford Comunittee ior carrying out local arrangements : Chairman 

—Sir Harry Verney, Bart. tco-Chawrmen—The Very Rev. the Dean of Canterbury, the 

Very Rev. the Dean of Ripon, the Rev. Professor Legge, ma., General Desborough, c.n. 
Committee—Rev. H. Barne, w.a., Rev. J. P. Barnett, Rev. Alfred Bird, Rey. G. E. Batt, 

Rev. E. B, Corbett, Rev. T. Curme, ma., Rev. R. W. G. Hunter, Rev. P. W. Jordan, Rev. 

S. Lepine, Rev. D. Martin, Rev. Geo, Maunder, Rev. A. M. Preston, ma., Rev. F. M. 
Rowden, u.a., Rev. Keith Walden, Rev. J. W. Watts, ma, Mr. Charles Badcock, Alderman 

Cavell, Mr. R. Cross, Mr. F. Crow, Mr. R. Chillingworth, Mr. R. Hills, Mr. Martin H. 
the Evancelical Alli oreign of 

WEDNESDAY, 26. 
TBLIC MEETING in the A | 


Geptember 1, 1677.) 
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addresse:—1. Evangelical Religion on the Continent : its progress and its difficulties, 2. Sal bath 


Observance : federation for 


Pusiic Merrixe in the Evening 


at 7, 


FRIDAY, 28. 
Morstna, 9 o’cLocx.—Public Breakfast, 11 o'clock.—Business Meeting, Address— Christian 


Life: definiteness of religious belief 


important to its development. 
7 o’cLock.—Sermons in various charches and 
Christian friends, whether members of the Alliance or 

ence, are requested to communicate with the Secretaries in 


attending the Confer- 
from whom a card of admission 


to the meetings and other papers will be forwarded. 2 
sOUTH LONDON SUB-DIVISION. 


satisfactory communications from the Foreign 
Office, and from missionary friends in Upper 
Egypt, regarding the recent cases of in- 
tolerance. He stated that the next General 
Conference to be héld at Basle had been post 
poned from 1878 to 1879. 

Pastor Rochedieu, from Brussels, of the 
National Church of Belgium, said the Church 
to which he belongs was constituted at the 
beginning of the century, when liberty of 
public worship was granted. It was originally 
united to the Dutch Churches, but now, and 
since 1830, it had a separate organization. 
There are forty or fifty of their churches in >, 
Belgium. Rationalism is in a very small — 
minority, and Roman Catholjy children in 
large numbers attend the ls, although 


CHRISTIAN WORK IN SPAIN. 


the first, almost all seemed afraid of us; but, 
little by little, some gained confi 


dence and 
came. After about two work, last 
Th 


They have never visited us again, but they 
have done everything to injure those who 
attend the meeting.” 


tion of our Protestant books and papers. 
This gave me occasion to opem with him an 
active correspondence. I shall not speak of 


ho 
They began simply by meeting 
ing and study of the Bible. Gradually the 
number of those i 
with the greatest interest to the Word of God ; 
and under the name ‘ La Salvacion,’ a Young 


“Men's Christian Association was opened in 


| 


‘RVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
The usual monthly meeting was held at 
the residence of R. S. Fanlconer, Esq., Fair- 
lawn, Clapham Park, on Friday evening, the 
13th of July. 
Dr. Rendle, Messrs. Corderoy, Beare, Po- 
# % cock, and Smith took part in the devotional 
exercises. 
The Rev. James Davis referred to the 
Pan-Presbyterian Council recently held in 
Edinburgh, gathering Christians from all 
parts of the world, especially from the 
United States and Canada. This was one of 
the results of the great meeting of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance held in New York a year 
ago—a similar alliance of all the Presbyterian 
bodies being projected. He stated that ar- 
. rangements were in progress for the Con- 
ference to be held at Oxford at the end of | they have to pay for admission. The scheols 
September. Sir Harry Verney, Bart., had | are subsidized by the State. 
consented to act as Chairman of the local The company then adjourned for refresh- 
Committee. Mr. Davis also reported very | ments. 
correspondence :— 
; Conunna—“ We have commenced work 
in a village near this town. After visiting} Mapaiv.—* Unpaid native evangelistic 
the place with the Scriptures, and selling an | effort,—this is what Spain needs. Some 
average number of Bibles, we deemed it pos-} months ago I was asked by a young man 
sible to begin preaching the Gospel. We/ belonging to Crevillente to send him a eelec- 
found a house suitable for meetings, but at ee 
ee the considerable number of books and tracts , 
and papers which he is taking, selling, and 
was rather a large number compared with | duly paying for, nor of the smaller tracts he 
what we have as a rule. The priests have | receives as grants by the kindness of the 
been stirred. A month ago, one of them | Tract Society, and which he is distributing 
belonging to this and the neighbouring village | with carefulness; let me only tell what I 
came, stood before the house, stopped the/ learn from his letters, from members of his | 
passers, and made hideous noises, with the | society who have visited me, and from other , 
intention of interrupting the meeting and | 
frightening the people. On the following 
day we visited the Governor, and on the next 
Lord’s-day the priests came and sat in front 
of the house, but, because of official com- 
“> munications, they were obliged to be silent, 
i 


f 
| 


